itoad-Rail transport
for private purposes have resulted in the gra-
dual diversion of a good part of the traffic from
the railways. This competition between the
road motor and the railways was specially acute
during the last decade, and so serious did the
problem become that in 1933 the Government of
India appointed the Mitchell-Kirkness Com-
mittee to investigate this problem and to study
the extent of road-rail competition in the various
British Indian provinces. Subsequently, the
Road and Rail Conference sat in discussion over
the question. The Otto Neimeyer Committee
drew pointed attention to this disquieting situa-
tion and called for a thorough study of the
question. The Wedgewood Committee was
therefore appointed in 1937 for the purpose.
On the recommendation of all these Committees
we have had of late, a number of pieces of
legislation directed to control the road-motor
industry and to check the mal-effects of such
competition.
The problem of Road-Rail transport has been
one of burning interest, and it was with the idea
of making a study of it that Mr. Badri Rao took
it up for investigation under my guidance. The
thesis which was the result of two years' labour,
from September, 1937 to September, 1939, was
submitted to this University for the research
degree of Master of Letters*
In this book the author has made an earnest
attempt to study his subject dispassionately,
He has herein adopted the procedure of dividing
his study^ into two parts, taking up the railways
for consideration first and motor transport
second. In the first part pertaining to railways,
vm